1918]         THE   STTBBEKDEB  OP  GDEMAISTT

field since 15th June Germany had lost to British
armies 188,700 prisoners and 2,840 guns; to the
French, 139,000 prisoners, and 1,880 guns; to the
Americans, 44,000 prisoners and 1,421 guns; to
the Belgians, 14,500 prisoners and 474 guns. In the
field, because she could not do otherwise, she made
full and absolute surrender.

IV

In the fog and chill of Monday morning, llth
November, the minutes passed slowly along the
front. An occasional shot, an occasional hurst of
firing, told that peace was not yet. Officers had
their watches in their hands, and the troops waited
with the same grave composure with which they
had fought. At two minutes to eleven, opposite
the South African brigade, which represented the
easternmost point reached by the British armies, a
German machine-gunner, after firing off a belt
without pause, was seen to stand up beside his
weapon, take off his helmet, bow, and then walk
slowly to the rear. Suddenly, as the watch-hands
touched eleven, there came a second of expectant
silence, and then a curious rippling sound, which
observers far behind the front likened to the noise
of a light wind. It was the sound of men cheering
from the Vosges to the sea.

After that peace descended on the long battlefield.
A new era had come and the old world had passed
away.
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